POLITICAL    AND    MILITARY    SITUATION

damaged mine was at his disposition, so as not to make
him late for the meeting. The Prime Minister, rather
disconcerted, told me that he was very grateful for my
attentiveness, but that I could continue my journey
because he wished to stay here a little while to take a walk.
Nothing could have been more absurd than this excuse.

However, I continued my journey towards Albacete and
told my chauffeur to drive quickly. I intended thus to
arrive before the Prime Minister, but actually we had
scarcely been travelling half an hour when he passed us,
his car travelling very fast. From then onwards I followed
closely. The police with him seemed to be very nervous
for they were constantly looking out of the window at the
back of the car.

All this completely unjustified behaviour made me
realise that Dr. Negrin thought I was going to arrest him.
He had probably had the idea put into his head by
someone who wanted to cut him off from any influence of
mine.

At about eleven o'clock I arrived at the magnificent
aerodrome of Los Llanos, which stands on a splendid
estate of that name, the property of the Marques de Larios.
At twelve o'clock all those who had been summoned to the
meeting had arrived; General Miaja, Commander-in-
Chief of the Army, General Matallana, in command of
Aggroupment, General Menendez, in command of the
Levante Army, General Escobar, in command of the
Extremadura Army, Colonel Moriones, in command
of the Andalucia Army, Admiral Buiza, in command